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Boone Watershed Partnership Conducts Rain Barrel 

Workshop  

On the morning of November 15, the 

Boone Watershed Partnership con-

ducted its first Rain Barrel-Building 

Workshop at the First Presbyterian 

Church in Elizabethton, Tennessee.  

Twenty participants constructed 16 

barrels, recycling  80 gallon Wesson 

Oil containers.  The barrels will be 

used at homes throughout the Boone 

Watershed as well as Girls Incorpo-

rated in Johnson City, Tennessee. 

  

What is a Rain Barrel?  

A rain barrel is a container that col-

lects rain water from rooftops (this is 

called stormwater runoff). Rain barrels 

come in several different shapes and 

sizes, but they all do the same thing: 

they save water and decrease storm-

water runoff. Placed at the base of a 

downspout, a typical rain barrel can 

hold 55-75 gallons of water at one 

time. When connected to a watering 

hose, a rain barrel can hold a water 

supply for watering gardens, trees, and 

even indoor plants.  

 

Why Install a Rain Barrel?   

Did you know that during an average 

rainstorm (1 inch in 24 hours) more 

than 700 gallons of water run off the 

roof of a typical home? Thatõs enough 

water to take 17 baths or 58 showers!  

Virtually every home or business has a 

lot of impervious surface (area that rain-

water cannot soak into) that affects the 

quality of stormwater runoff. When rain 

runs off roofs and lands on impervious 

surfaces, it cannot soak into the ground. 

Eventually, it enters a storm drain or a 

nearby stream or river.  A rain barrel 

helps prevent  some of this excessive 

runoff. 
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Northeast TN 

and  

Southwest VA 

continue to  

experience   

a drought .  

 

Do your part  

to conserve  

water! 
BWP board member Ann Harrison 

works on a rain barrel  

Participants assemble a rain barrel  



 

 

Sinking Creek Restoration Project Kicks Off   

 In 2008, the Boone Watershed Part-

nership received its first-ever grant award 

for restoring Sinking Creek, which origi-

nates on Buffalo Mountain and flows 

through south Johnson City and into 

Carter County.  The aptly named creek 

òsinksó and reappears several times in its 

15-mile journey before it ultimately sinks 

and discharges under the surface into the 

Watauga River. 

 The Tennessee Department of Envi-

ronment and Conservation has identified 

the lower portions of the creek, near 

King Springs Rd. and Sinking Creek 

Church, as contaminated and not suitable 

for human contact.  The main pollutant 

that has been identified is fecal coliforms, 

which are derived from human or animal 

waste.  The main objective of the project 

is to initiate best management practices 

to reduce the introduction of wastes into 

the stream. 

 The scope of the project will in-

clude working with landowners on cattle 

exclusion efforts, working with the City of 

Johnson City to create/repair adequate 

buffer zones, and working with residents 

to transition from septic systems to pub-

lic sewer. The project will be implemented 

over a period of 3 years. 

 The grant, which officially began Oc-

tober 1, 2008, will provide around $300 

thousand of federal and state funds, and 

approximately $217 thousand will be con-

tributed in cash and services by local 

sources.  BWP partners, in large part, will 

be involved with the implementation of 

this project.  East Tennessee State Univer-

sity, TVA, the City of Johnson City are 

working together to accomplish the goal 

of restoring the creek.  The project is co-

ordinated by a Project Manager, Sarah 

Ketron, who began working with the pro-

ject on November 5. 

 To date, project activities include a 

field trip, initial project planning, analysis of 

sampling data previously collected by 

ETSU, and a meeting with the City of 

Johnson Cityõs wastewater staff.  Present 

efforts include additional mapping/source 

tracking efforts, coordination with the 

City for potential buffer improvements, if 

applicable, and making contact with land-

owners about potential best management 

practices that can be implemented on 

their property. 

 The project is complex and has a 

lot of moving parts, such as engineering, 

studies/data analysis, and community in-

volvement.  Boone Watershed Partnership 

members are optimistic about improving 

conditions in the creek and are excited to 

kick off the project.  Stay tuned for more 

updates, and please contact the Project 

Manager, Sarah Ketron, for information on 

the project.  Sarah can be reached at:  

(423)220-7480 or 

sarah.ketron@yahoo.com. 
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A Day in the Field ñA Tour of Sinking Creek  

On November 12, 2008, the Boone Watershed Partnership, Inc. coordinated a field trip of Sinking Creek 

from itõs source on Buffalo Mountain all the way to the point where it goes underground in Carter County 

and even where it discharges into the Watauga River.  Sinking Creek  is an impaired water with a Total Maxi-

mum Daily Load for Fecal Coliforms.  The purpose of the trip was to familiarize, or in some cases re- 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

familiarize folks with the creekõs characteristics and location and identify possible sources of pollution.  BWP 

Board Member, Ingrid Luffman led the trip and noted various sites where monitoring had taken place. The 

participants gained knowledge about the watershed and the trip was helpful for kicking off the Sinking Creek 

Restoration Project, which began in October 2008, with funds from an EPA 319 grant, administered through 

the Tennessee Department of Agriculture.  According to Project Manager, Sarah Ketron, ò...the project will 

include working with landowners on cattle exclusion efforts, working with the City of Johnson City to cre-

ate/repair adequate buffer zones, and working with residents to transition from septic systems to public 

sewer.ó   

At itõs source, Sinking Creek is just a trickle . 

The creek is posted at Sinking Creek Church. 

Field Trip Participants  

Possible Cattle Exclusion and/or Bank Stabilization Projects 


