
Where is Sinking Creek?  Answer: IN OUR BACKYARD!

http://www.state.tn.us/environment/wpc/tmdl/approvedtmdl/sinkgcreek.pdf



Sinking Creek Facts

Approximately 9.8 miles long
Drains an area of 

approximately 13.1 square 
miles

Originates on Buffalo Mountain

Aptly named, the creek actually 
SINKS at various points  along 
the way before it finally enters 

a sinkhole just shy of the 
Watauga River and re-emerges 
ǳƴŘŜǊ ǘƘŜ ǊƛǾŜǊΩǎ ǎǳǊŦŀŎŜΗ



Why Do Citizens and Boone Watershed Partnership 
Care So Much About Sinking Creek?

1) To carry out the mission of Boone Watershed Partnership.

2) To fully engage  citizens in a Watershed-Based Plan, which involves stakeholder input.

3) To implement project actions, budget, and timelines to address pollution sources and 
problems.

Watauga Lake



{ƻ ²ƘŀǘΩǎ ²ǊƻƴƎ ƛƴ {ƛƴƪƛƴƎ /ǊŜŜƪ 
Anyway?

Å{ƛƴƪƛƴƎ /ǊŜŜƪ ƛǎ ƻƴ ¢ŜƴƴŜǎǎŜŜΩǎ нллс олоόŘύ 
List of impaired waters.  

ÅThe cause of pollution is Escherichia coli 
(bacteria).

ÅPotential sources are stormwaterdischarges 
(from streets and yards) and runoff from 
grazing areas and pasture.



And What has Been Done So Far?

ÅSinking Creek TMDL Implementation Plan

ÅSinking Creek Watershed Assessment (2003)

ÅSinking Creek Restoration Project Grant 
awarded from TN Dept. of Ag October 2008.

****These  studies  were performed through 
extensive cooperation of multiple entities and 
involve immense data collection and analyses 

over a long period of time.



Included in the Studies

Water 
Quality

Land Use

Livestock 
Surveys

Septic 
Tank 

Survey

Chemical

Biological

Wildlife 
Surveys

More information is available at www.boonewatershed.com

http://www.boonewatershed.com/


Sinking Creek Restoration
Participating Partners

Boone Watershed 
Partnership

(YOU!) 

Agricultural Land 
Owners

USDA 
Conservation 

Districts

State of 
Tennessee and 

ETSU

City of Johnson 
City

TVA

Residents

$300,000 Cash Award
+ $217,000 Matching 
Cash and In -Kind 

Activities
=

$ 517,700 Project Total



Best Management Practices

Extending 
Sewer Line to 
Non-service 

Areas
$325, 000

Cattle 
Exclusion 
Projects

$18, 750

Stormwater
Runoff Buffer 

Zones

$81, 250

What is Important to YOU???



Project Implementation

Place Informational Signs in Project Areas

In Tandem with Projects
To Be Implemented When 

Projects Begin

Contact Landowners About Conservation Plans

Started 4/09
Determining Sources of 

Agricultural Runoff

Secure Technical Assistance from Johnson City

Started 12/08
Seeking Options for Sewer 

Improvements

GOAL: Get the Bacteria Down to Safer Levels!



Public
ωHolds meetings

ωCoordinates education 
efforts

Sinking 
Creek

Residents

ωManages on-the-
ground projects

ωDisperses funds to 
participants

Agencies

ωPerforms reporting 
requirements

ωAssists with monitoring

ωSolicits technical 
assistance and match



ÅKnow anyone who lives near or has an interest 
in Sinking Creek?  Share this information with 
them!

ÅEncourage attendance and attend Sinking 
Creek public meetings.

ÅSupport and participate in Boone Watershed 
Partnership activities.


